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different political programmes. As a definite political creed
it is not so much a belief in freedom as such as a defence of
middle-class privileges against the inrush of democratic
equalitarianism; it is really, as Michel remarks, essentially
aristocratic.
French Liberalism had suffered the common fate of all those
who select, in a system of thought, those features that suit their
immediate circumstances without troubling to trace those
features to their ultimate source. Liberty was the obvious
need of a class to which the ancien regime had denied that par-
ticipation in government for which it was evidently fit: the
bourgeoisie seized upon the first term of the revolutionary
motto without troubling to consider its connection with the next,
equality. It wanted freedom for itself, as against the hitherto
privileged order; it did not propose to admit the claims to
liberty and equality of the obviously unfit. But the time came
when these in their turn claimed that the day of their unfitness
was past, and accused the bourgeoisie of that same clinging
to privilege with which it had previously reproached aris-
tocracy and clergy. This claim and this accusation the Liberal
bourgeoisie could not answer. It could not do so because its
philosophy was not rooted in the only soil in which true liberty
can grow, the individualism which so respects individual free-
dom that it cannot, in the noble words of Jules Favre, admit
that anyone is free as long as a single individual is not free.
2.   A  CONSTRUCTIVE   LIBERAL   PHILOSOPHER:   RENOUVIER
One writer there is, however, who may be said so to have
grasped the essentials of individualism as to-base thereon a
true philosophy of Liberalism. Charles Renouvier has not, as
yet, received as a political thinker the recognition he deserves ;
not indeed that his name is ignored or forgotten, but that
his contribution to general philosophy is so great as to have
eclipsed his purely political speculation.1
1 Charles Renouvier (i 815-1903). Chief works: Science de la Morale (i 869),
Philosophic analytique de PHistoire (1896), Victor Hugo, le Poete (1893) Le
Philosophe (1900); Le Personalisme (1903), and numerous articles after 1872
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